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SIR: 


Supplemental to the Request for Continued examination filed today, Applicants wish 
to further point out that WO 00/63993 merely discloses that the valve (7) is opened when 
hydrogen concentration of hydrogen-off gas discharged from the fuel cell is high. On the 
contrary, the valve (414) of the claimed invention is controlled to open/close in order to 
adjust a ratio between the hydrogen-off gas and the oxygen-off gas. 

It would not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Joerissen et al. and Boneberg et al„ and thereby reach the invention recited in the claims. 
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